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Musical Theatre – Duet/Group Performance 
 

In a musical theatre duet/group performance, the entrants must present one musical selection from a published script 
written for musical theatre. The judges will consider how well the piece is acted, not only how well it is sung. The 
selection may contain dialogue; however, this is primarily a “sung and not spoken” selection. 

 
A musical theatre duet is defined as a musical theatre performance for two players. A musical theatre group scene is 
defined as a musical theatre performance for three to 16 players. In each case, every participant must be actively 
involved in the scene chosen for performance. 

 
In Musical Theatre – Duet/Group Performance, the skills measured are: 

• Use of transitions into and out of character 
• Ability to create a believable character 
• Communication of objective, tactics, and relationships through dialogue and music 
• Use of focus and concentration 
• Vocal skill and technique 
• Use of dance and movement 
• Integration of voice, body, movement, and staging 

 
In a Musical Theatre – Duet/Group Performance, the entrants must follow these guidelines: 

 
• Begin with an introduction (slating). The introduction must include only: 

o The entrant’s names 
o Title of selection 
o Name of the composer and lyricist 
o Troupe number (optional) 

• Remain within strict time limits: 
o After the introduction (slating), time begins with the first word or acting action (if it precedes the first 

word). 
o Musical theatre duet/group performances are not to exceed 5 minutes. 

• Appropriate material: 
o Each participant must be actively involved in the performance. 
o Prior to the event, validate the material using the guidelines for acceptable/unacceptable material. 

• Follow strict limits on musical accompaniment: 
o Performers MUST use pre-recorded, non-vocal musical accompaniment; no live music is permitted. 
o Accompanists are not permitted. 
o A cappella performances are not permitted. 

• Entrants will present themselves as a blank slate, refraining from clothing or accessories that distract from the 
character. Follow strict limits on clothing and props: 

o Props (including hand-held props), costumes, or theatrical makeup are not allowed. 
o For a duet musical theatre performance, two chairs may be safely used. 
o For a group musical theatre performance, one table and up to six chairs may be safely used. 
o Entrants must wear all black. Clothing and shoes must be all black. Any visible color, including white, will 

result in a disqualification. 
o Clothing should be professional yet allow easy movement for the actors to accommodate the action of 

the performance. 
o Entrants should refrain from wearing anything that might distract the adjudicators. 
o Failure to follow any of the guidelines in this document will result in a disqualification. 
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• Follow COVID-19 safety guidelines: 
o If performing in the same space and actors are six feet apart, masks are not required. 
o If performing in the same space and actor are less than six feet apart, masks are required. 

 
 


	Performance Categories
	Technical categories
	Qualifying for the International Thespian Excellence Awards
	Exceptions
	Multi-Troupe Presentations
	Registering for the International Thespian Excellence Awards
	Digital Adjudication
	In 2020-21, all adjudications at the international level will happen virtually using an online competition platform. Most adjudications at the chapter level will be virtual as well. While the rules and guidelines for each category are largely the same...
	Social Distancing/Masking Policy for Thespy entries requiring collaboration:
	Participants submitting a collaborative entry (group/duet entries) are expected to follow masking and social distancing rules and recommendations while rehearsing and producing their final submission video. If participants are unable to perform safely...
	 For example, if a mask mandate is in effect, participants should wear masks in their video submission. If requirements state that individuals not housed together are required to maintain a distance of six feet, participants should record their video...
	Tips for digital video submissions:
	   Find an effective filming location:
	 Area should be quiet so we can hear both you and your track (if applicable).
	 Film in front of a non-distracting background. If possible, choose a solid-color wall or consider hanging a sheet behind you. The color should contrast with your clothing.
	 Dress neatly, in all black clothing as written in the guidelines. No costumes.
	 Make sure you are lit enough to be clearly visible.
	 Reminders:
	 Before filming, conduct a full-volume test to make sure you can be heard (and that your track can be heard).
	 Ensure your blocking is effective and visible when filmed. Consider whether to decrease your movement or to adjust your camera angle.
	 Shoot your video horizontally, not vertically.
	 Try multiple takes and submit your strongest.
	Tips for digital portfolio submissions:
	 You will be asked to share your portfolio as you would for an in-person presentation. Please upload the material asked for in the submission form in accordance with the program guidelines.
	 Each of your samples should be clear and quality – good production or process photos, or easily readable documents.
	 Uploads should be well-photographed or clearly readable. Though you will be able to expand in your video presentation, the sample should be able to speak for itself to a certain extent.
	International Thespian Excellence Awards Winners
	The students or groups achieving the highest scores in each category will be honored as Thespy Award Winners for that school year. Students must achieve a Superior score to become a Thespy Award Winner. If no qualifiers earn a Superior score in a give...
	International Thespian Excellence Awards Showcase
	Volunteering
	Rules for All Performance Categories
	Technical Category Rules (excluding short film)
	Securing Performance Rights
	Play Publishers
	Appendix A – Multi-Troupe Application Form
	Appendix B – Special Rights Form
	Appendix C – Rights and Application Form
	Dear Licensing Agent:



